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followed by the German explorer Rohlfs when he first located
Kufra. Bagnold made a petrol dump in the midst of the
Sand Sea, and then went back to Dalla for more supplies.
They were able to penetrate still farther into the unknown
area until violent sandstorms and a succession of quicksands
forced them to follow the line of the dunes towards Uweinat.
There was no difficulty in making progress southward. They
chose a track between two parallel sand ranges, and were soon
speeding along a solid floor of black sandstone. Farther south
the two dunes became higher and higher, their saw-toothed
crests sweeping on in monotonous straight lines to the white
horizon.

At length they sighted the first of the hills to the north of
the Gilf Kebir and hoped that they had nearly reached the
end of the dune country. But their troubles were not over yet
by any means. The unending walls of golden sand on the
flanking dunes grew closer and closer. Soon the narrow trough
was choked with fine-grained sand, which slowed down the
cars until all three sank to their axles in bottomless quicksand.
They were trapped!

It was a difficult situation. They were at least two hundred
miles from the nearest well, and the men were exhausted and
very dry. Moreover, it seemed impossible to move in any
direction except back along the track they had followed. There
was one possible remaining chance. Perhaps they had passed
unnoticed some break in the eastward dune, which would lead
them out of the scorching cul-de-sac.

An extra ration of water had a marvellous reviving effect,
and two hours' hard work saw the cars extricated and ready
for further efforts. By great good luck, they had not retreated
more than twelve miles before they found a chink in the
eastward bastions, and so gained a wide corridor beyond. Now
they could speed along once more, and by 4 P.M. they had
cleared the last of the dunes. Forty miles farther on they came
to the sheer cliff of the unknown plateau of Gilf Kebir. Unfor-
tunately, they could find no way of getting their cars into this
region, and so next day made for the wells at Uweinat. Here
they had to abandon one of the cars, which had a broken crown
wheel, but they found pools of real water, and discovered